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REPORT OF THE 48th ANNUAL CONFERENCE (1958) 
‘ONEAY HALL, LONDON, on FRIDAY, SA 
CONEAY HA‘ +ith, 12th, and 13th Aprdl 1952 


eee Se 


-- 6,00.p.m, 


ESSIONS: Ist Day: 11,05,a.m,. 
—— ond Day: 11:15.acm, <= 5,80spams 
3rd Day: 11,20,0.m -=- 6,00,.p.™m. 
ATTENDANGE: |. 
: ¥ Delogatos Prosont, Branches Pop: 
Ist Day a ee , 
D pormitted to sit without creder 


Delogates from Paddington Branch were 
Dolocates of Brighton Branch (formed within six months precoding 
iforence) were gigen permission to sit and vote under Rule 22, 
Ecclos Branch was not ropresonted, 


2nd Day 59 25 


A Delogate from Glasgow(City) was given permission to sit without 


crecen tials, 

Dartrord, Eccles and Tottonham Branches were not roprosented, 
srd Day 70 27 
Eccics Branch was not represented, 
Contral Branch members wore unable to return any voting papers as thoso 


had” inadvertently beon sont out late from Hoad Office, 


CHAIRMAN: A.Price, 
Vi“. SHAIRMAN: W,Waters, A 
tienen. R,Guy and R, Jones, 


1. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS: No action, . 
2. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ATTENDANCES: No action, 


5S. BRANCHES, MEMBERSHIT and ORGANISATION: 


(a) Branches 
Itom Foi" Iscussion No,30, was moved as a resolution as follows: 


Rosoluticn - Fulham (Flittor) and Manchoster(Atkinson) "That 


Branches whoso momborship comprises 50 or moro members bo 
encouraged to form an additional branch in a noighbouring aroa" 


{ on In b ran cho 


Fotham Branch Branchos of over 50 membors becamo unw 
ficro Is usually a small nucleus attending, filling all 
doing most of the work, and tho rost of the Branch - 
; are, with such a situation, content. Some 
over 50 nembers should be split up to form two brs 


to mako more mombers active, 


Kingston Branch. Tho growth of the Party could 

T.-:enham Branch having a large mombership coveri 
Gccided to split. The result was that Dage 
near was vory active, and members of Romford 
lived over a scattered. area were not active, 
might be’ formed among members who lived away fro 


branches, 
ar 4 ¥ 


yo tpehton Branch, Such mattors were for che | 
ecide upon, ee 


Wost Ham Branch, The proposition sounded 
on balance, a largo group was moro 
Manchester Branch, If a branch was 
activity a division took placo, 


left alone, . 
Kolvtingrove Branch.The formation 


oon a goo 1ing, results ng in 
the Party. — 
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Resolution - S.W.London (McLoughlin) and Croydon (Rheda) "That this 
Conference recommends the E.C. when dealing with expelled members 
re-applying for membership to re-admit the applicant in-the event of 
him giving an undertaking not to act in a similar way which resulted 

in his expulsion." Lost by a large majority 

Fulham That a previously oxpelled member should not be considered 
beyond tho pale for all timo; a generous socialist attitude should 
bo brought to bear on all cases, 

Wost Ham That a momber might leave tho Party, become prominent in 
another organisation, and then try to get back into tho Party and, 
if re-admitted, might thon bo an ombarrassmont to the Party. It 
would causo him to valuo his membership if it was difficult to get 
back into tho Party. 

McLoughlin S.W.L Such mombers are not wrong for all time; the 
Party should considcr when application is mado for ro-admission: 

(1) whethor applicant is willing to rotract from whatever caused him 
to bo expollod. (2) whether the retraction seems genuine, If the 
E.C. are satisfied that he is not likely to do anything detrimental 
to the Party, he should be re-admitted. 

Lockwood S.W.L. All we should concern ourselves with is, is the man 
a socialist, will he carry out socialist propaganda; it was an 
outrageous procedure to investigate his general character as some 
seemed to wish. 

Manchester If the question of embarrassment arose, it was to the 
re-admitted member only. We should not bar members for misdemeanors 
of the past, experience makes him a better socialist than before. 
Rhoda - Croydon If a comrada has been expelled he should give an 
undertaking that there would be no re-occurance of the behaviour 
which caused him to leave the Party. 

MeClatchie Discussion on the wrong lines. All members should ask 
themselves is, is the momber now liable to go in harmony with the 
Party; that is all the E.C. ever asks. 


(c) Central Branch 
[7a Memborship 


Item for Discussion 32 was moved as follows:- 


Resolution - Bloomsbury (Offord and Adams) “That this Conference 

recommonas the E.C. to report on ways and means of incroasing the 

activity of Central Branch members in the propaganda and work of 

tho Party." Carried nem. con. 
Bloomsbury, Contral Branch members, in tho main more card members, 
ahente Ge basuaat into closer touch with the Party and encouraged to 
bring its namo and ideas to the attontion of people in the area in 
which they lived. 


(ii) Financos No_action 
(d) Groups No action 
(oe) Ballot Procedure: The Second Ballot No action 
(f) Ballot Procodurs: Ballot by Post 


Rosolution - Islington "That this Conference is of the opinion 

that tho mothod of pro-paid postal ballot should bo discontinued 

and wa revort to ths former msthod of distributing ballot papers 

through branch secretarios." Carried 39 - 34 
Torry - Islington Exporieneo had shown that tho now mothod of pre- 
paid postal ballot did not yield any better results than the former 
mothod; it wae far more officicnt for ballot papors to be sent out 
by branch sevcrstarios instead of diroct to each member by Head Office. 
veLoughlin - S.W.L. This schome was supported by S.W.London initial- 


Ty as an oxporimont, but the timo and money exponded did not justify 
its retention. 
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mEtCCSGS to consiasr changing Me proessSuers SSG SCONTSCYTSHNSSGs oHoc 


Com 
Delegate Meotangs alomg tne FfoOoLiowineg LDL oat 
a. That the Exccutive Gommattss cali For LTesOMOCiAons SHS omondimoenres 

So ruto otc; aS Now. 
be. That branches comvone special moeotings SO SISCYULSS SAD Doms. ~~ 
ce. That all branchcos scona tres Acloesgatsos GO SCONTSCESHNSS LTOEBPSeOiisosas 

of the sizc of the wvranch. 
GQ. That delegates attona Gonfcorencs 6O SEBGS VHOIT SOrsemen*s BELTS OSS « 
ce That aclegatcs take notcs of OGHSY YHYTSHoen*S POAOMGS CT WASH. 
fF. That the Executive Committss propars a EE SAG Boersctseryg B&B 

Aacvussticn{mamimng, Sas 


report of Conference procecAings imo +oo4~g, 
branch contributing the ArLlecussioOn)j}COESEOSY WLGH Sd LTSsSsOws=TtSss , 
ana amendments Go roles, GO OS SGHSK SO BXL VWOYTSOAOa958 « 


amonaments, 
That tho branches will xall apscial meoctvtnes SO SASTOSS TS 
resolutions, ctc., Ain the Lighs of ns Excousive Gorm ctss TOVosc: 


and the report of their delegatss. Tos Momders BLL NOSOGS FSS 
these mectings on the roesolwsions (FOr BMS agpinst) Sas Wois WLOX 


be returned to Head Office Ona WHe FTSSOL Te AStisrssi., 
Where the above conflicts with Rulis 22,26 Sori So YSESEsSsS SS Sd 


amendment to rulc, ; 
It will be scon that no woting Wilh Laks HOilece as Wag GOatorcsass 

(excopt in matters of extreme urgency). This Ais cConsidSereas Veaterss 
to the present proccdure wheres bremnochnes IMstross TNHAT OSiSE_Ss&as So 


how to vote without necessarily howing, Heserd Las SAGAS BOS. LALO 
The suggsstod HProOsSsediors WLLL HANS TES STTASsa 


of other bvbranchss, 

improving discussion at Gonfcrensss THOTSHY SNM as Ag, SAOWLSigS 
members, It will make our Conferences and Deie_pPs4S BSS VARS F 
lating events, The voting Will vs OM AsooTaALKG TOTisetisn oi 
opinion", “est SRE 


Flittor*- Fulham, The. resolution was NOS SoTTisienehy oo 
Actual procedure vory Little ALTLTorens Trom O-889 , 


Atkinson - Manchester, Opposed to The Toaaokhosion, Was 


suggestion but Too unwoelildy in practiss, | 


leaTouche - St,Pancras.,. Resolosion oor Torwardi ais 
suggestions, thers would be a considsradls suing, 
amended, Resolutions were somstioss Wornal dog 
members could have hoard othsr opinions at Gao 
they may have decided the othor way, M&S Yeaas 
next annual conference befors anytning, sen oe 


Situations tho dologates hands wore Tint, ik 


o © « 


locisions made previously by the branch, no mittor 
put forward at Conferenco might bo, 
London, At presont, a dead and alive method of 
yonuse instructed delogatos could not be swayed oither 
nstod in taking votos which could be taken outside 
ould listen to tho arguments for and against and 
aftorwards, 


Cambe Dolegate, Matters are all woll thrashod out by branchos 
Befor and and not many new pointe aro brought out at Conferonce, 
Pul ham Delegate, Tho prosont mothod was futilo, Dologatos may 
I Tally discuss matters but very 14 ttlo can bo dono to chango thoir 
opin i. nm, The proposed method would not bo moro unwolldy, Instoad 
\* ins at 


ructing 4d legatos how to voto at Conference, tho delogatos 

w ul ‘ea back to their branches and report on the idons expressed 

at Conference; branches would then bo ablo to mako more sound 

c isions, tho knowlodgo of a11 mombors would be onhancod, At 

reosont, as far as decisions wero concernod, dologatas roported 
sk to their branchos, If it was truco that no new material was 

ught out at Conferoncoe why was it held, 

solution - Hampstead Branch, "fant this Conferonce is in favour 

d airman being electod at the Annual 

Conforence to tako charge of all Party ao ee Conforonc 

and Delogate Moeting for the ensuing year" Lost 24-49, 


Such an arrangoment did not mean a pormanont 


Branch, "That this Conference is in favour 
Delete eng Confer ‘challenged! and insert 'by the following motion: 
that the Chairman leave the chair: and thatif this motion is carriod, 
the Vice- che irman shall act as Chairman until the item in dispute 

is disposed of" Lost 30-49, 


Hampstead Dolog an Whon the ruling of the Chairman was 
Challenged he should vacate tho Chair for the timo boing and 
resume after the disposal of the mattor disputed by hin, 


(1) Internal Party Journal, No action, 
(j) Revision of tho Declaration of Principlos. No action, 
(k) Party Yoar, No action, 
(1) Summer School, No action, 
(m) Head Office Organisation, No action, 


(n) History of tho Party and tho Companion Partios, 
Itom for Discussion (Manchesator Branch) was moved as follows:- 


Rosolution - Paddington (May) and Hackney (Ivimoy) "That this 
onference recommends the E.C, to considor tho 
possibility of an individual or group of mombors 
proparing a bound volump to be published in 1954 on 
the Party's history over the past fifty years" 


Carried 33. - 13, 
funendment - Lewisham (Guy and Edmonds) "That Tin [954T be 


~~deleteda", Lost by a large majority, 


Manchester Delegate, This could be deposited in the librarios 
as a record of gate, Tarty's history, and would provide tangible 
evidence of our consistency 


(o) Head Office Library. ; No action, 
(p) Central Organiser's Report, No action, 
(q) Premises, No action, 


Membership and Armed Forces, 

ion - Camberwell Branch, "That members of the Armod 
Forces shall not be eligible for membership of the 
Party", Lost 13 - 66, 


g Orders as follows:=- Clause (b) Line 2: 


5 o> 


a5 senate 
24 Py as Branch That thi We oOo oO 
on = St,Pancras branc p 8 Confe oO A 
Resolute ors 0 "HAM. Forces should be ineligible for Samad e%, ¢,'6 
the Party, end all Party members joining H.M. Forces ayo %% 
resign from the rarty « Lost 22 - 57. ° 


ss lution be amondea 
p és isham Branch. That this reso 
Seen inat. this Conference rules that all monibers of r. 
Armed Forces be ineligible for membership of the Party, aver 
menber joining the Armed Forces shall anton’ SSS ae 
a mombor of the Party’. . Lost - ° 
large 
A motion that the vote be taken was carricd by a 
Me Totice after aiscussion on the above resolution an amondment ). 


Resolution - Paddington Branch (May and Mercer). "That this Conference 
~~  re-affirms tho decision of the 1933 Conference which was as 
follows:- 'That this Conforence endorses the ruling given by 
tho 29th E.C, on 5th vuly 1932, on this question, vizt= 
'That as many workers are forced by economic pressure to 
join the Armed Forces, the E.C. rules, that such employment 
shall not necessarily prevent workers from joining the Party, 
All Forms 'At shall receive consideration and each application 
shall be decided on its morits!, 
and the 1949 Party Poll which affirmedi- 
'That any member who voluntarily(i,e, other than conscripted) 
joins tho Armed Forces (Army,Navy and Air Force) shall be 


deemed to have acted in’a mann a 
interests of the Party" HES, ee 


Carried 42 - 8, 


St.Fancras Branch Must establish the fact o 
° mee and for all that 
ae n a ae gpa the Party for members to be in the Armod 
als cou argue that t 
— eee dee Macao g he Party allows its members 


The @eneral Secretary informed the Conf 
decisions on this matter, erence of previous Panty 


St.Pancras Branch, Workers entering the Armed Forces cease 
Civil rights ahd the Party has no control over them, i gi 


Lewisham Branch, Pi: the sponanent The Party should make a new 
ecision, @ 4.0, recently had two similar applications and 

the first but accopted the second, Judging cases on their i 

not the best way. There is nothing more anti-working class- than 

the Armed Forces, 


Paddington Branch, Opposed to both resolution and amdndment, With more 
and more people being taken into the Armed Forces tho civilian 
population cannot be differentiated from the members of the Armed 
Forces, All are mombers of the working-class and are all open to 


Socialist propaganda, 


Leyton Branch, If the reso!ution were passed it would make 
conscientious objection a condition of membership, Most adult : 


are mombers of the Armod Forces and for economic and oth 
was not always possible to resist going into the Armed 


Islington Branch, This would place us inthe absurd 
having to Lapse members who might be '#! reservist 
per year while they did their training and re-adm! 
Could not understand the objection to this partic 
ment since many civilians are doing jobs which } 
6.80, those making atomic bombs etc, We could 
demarcation, a 
Di Aree (E.2.Mentier) Iudicrous to oppose war an 
go o the orces, and quite illogical t 
on their merits since this was an anti-work 


army one cannot do any of the practical work © 
ressPetita -- these were at liberty to apply 


b> | ‘God oun ~~ - hm otwem sw 
~ | eS 
B fa 8 

f> 


t time a member of the Armed Forces could apply for 

of the Party at a branch which opposed the acceptance of 
ers and be turned down, then go along to another branch which 
favour and be allowed into the Party, Members of the Armed 

s are more directly concerned with anti-working class activity 


mn any other body, e.g., They have no trade union rights, and must 
ey without question, 


S,\). London Branch, It was no more ludicrous to oppose war and allow 
members into the Armed Forces than to oppose capitalism and allow membors 
make profits for capitalists, moreover no member of the working-class 
understands the Party will go into the Armed Forces unless the : 
sure brought to bear on him is more than he is able to resist. If 


$s 
a man understands and wants Socinligm, then we have an obligation to 
accept him as a member of the Party, 


8 
Faddington Branch, Cases’ should be dealt with on their merits. Instances 
member Of tho rarty who is also in the Armed Forces who joined up at 
ge of 14 to play a musical instrument in the regimental band, and 


docs more work for the Party than many members who are not in the 
Armed Forces, 

Hampstead Branch, Members of the Party do undesirable jobs, We keop 
capitalists he Party and members of the working-class who are 
nenbers of the Armed Forces, out, the position was ridiculous, Members 
wero separating soldiers from the rest of the working class, The 


resolution was a pacifist one. We should stand by the present ruling. 


Southend Branch, Resard it as most harnful for Socialists to be mombers 
or the Armed Forces; it is a contradiction, 


E.C. Memberg (Turner) The view should be that as Socialism is the 

Object of tho Party one cannot reconcile membership of the Armed Forces 
with the struggle for Socialism, The work of the Party is being carried 
on by members who are not in the army or navy and the work of the Party 
can only be carried on by the organised members, The C.0. tribunals 
recogniso the incompatibility for a Socialist to be in the arny, 


E.C. Member, (Lawrence) The people who are allowed their conscientious 
objection by the tribunals are regarded as freaks who cannot be conven- 
fently fitted into the Armed Forces, If we are to be logical, then 
workers occupations should be given on application for Party membership 
forms and be taken into account when considering acceptance, If a 

man is doing something that society as a whole accepts, for example, 
being a soldier, then we cannot exclude him from the Party. There is 
no especial merit in being a conscientious objector, it doos not mean 
that one is exempted from helping the capitalists in their wars; to : 
work during total war moans holping in that war, there is no escaping it, 
Manchester Branch, It seems that the amendment is the only alternative, 


As far as enbarrassment is concerned, who are conscripted, Renerally 
realise that they must givo up being mombers of the Party, 


Dartford Branch. Opposed, As time goes on there will be increasin 
Numbers of workers in the Armed Forces, Workers in the army are allowed 


to vote and belong to political parties, 


Ealing Branch, The resolution would bar people who have to join the 
ArMY tous before they have heard of tho Party and subsequently become 


Socialists, Furthor, the Overseas parties are looking to us for 
guidance. The penalties for refusing to join up aro very severe. Mm 
New Zoaland workers got six years imprisonment for refusing to join 


the army, In France the reservists are called out often, and those 
who refuse, go to jail, 


4, PROPAGANDA, 
(a) Provincial Propaganda, 


- 

Resolution - St.Pancras, "That this Conference recommonds the Exccutive 

. Committee to carry out a provincial propaganda tour on the 
same basis as the resolution carried by the 1951 Annual 

i} Conference", 

(The resolution referred to was !That this Conference is not 
in favour of appointing a full time Provincial Propagandist — 
' Organiser at the present and instructs the Executive Committee 3 

to appoint two or more members for a period of three nonths — a4 


“a 


a 


=~ Ve 


to work together in different Provincial Contres during the \: 
and Swamer each year; these members to be paid an allo ~ e 
between them and the E.C.") 


Carried 70 = 
Amendment - S.W.London "Delote ‘tinstructs!' and sor recom 
> ae Carriod 48 - 


Amonadment - Manchester “Add 'but for a poriod of five months’, 


Lost 30 -36 


Manchester Branch, The Branch was preparing four teams to work 
¢o- operat Lon during the coming summor season, 


Birmingham Branch, Were sure that use could be found in their area 
for Propagandists over five months and suggested that the season 
should be from May until the end of September, 


S,',London Branch, Felt that the E.C. should not be tied, Provincdal 


Branches were best able to judge the possibilities of Propaganda in 
their areas, 


(b) Centrally Organised Indoor Moot ings: London 


Resolution Wacknoy "That, in the opinion of this Conference, more 
publicity should be given to indoor meetings." 


(A motion ‘that tho vote be taken! om Fhe 
4 motion a e vote be taken! on 
was also carried) s resolution ) 


The Gonoral’ Secretar read the E.C. Report on the suject fo 
soniod ISSL-Be vist Ptve meetings were held at Laapethe tacttngeee, 4 
Shoreditch, Islington Town Halls and Conway Hall respectively, 


Haclmey.3ranch. With their Mecting, Bill-post had not bd 
SUSGSeTGLIe Carried out; in future the aotust ee aites aula | E 
be specified as firms often used unsuitable sites, T subject matter . 
of the Meetings was not sufficiently attractive, , 


West Ham Branch, The Meetings were unsuccessful because of members! 
Tack of interost and not because of the lack of publicity in the 
advertising field, It was tho efforts of the members that dotormined 
the success of meetings. : ie 


Resolution - Islington "That this Conference is of tho 
; most indoor meetings should be arranged and 
the Branches and not from the Centre," 


opinion th 
aarp 


Us (sie by. ; 1 reo, ’ 
~ 7 al 
Islington. 3ranch, That tho E.C. had handicapped the Pr i 


Comittee ( who organised the mectings) by cutting don 
therefore, if Branches ran the mootings thomselvo: ‘the B 


intervene, 
Bloomsbury Branch, They had carried out for years 
without ths assistance of Head Office. 


E.C, Member (Groves), Tho reason for our failure wa 
po cal apathy prevailing at the moment, The Par’ 

smallor moetings and, therefore, cut down on publici 
hire costs for tho time being. i 


Paddington Branch, Considered that the whole 
five mootings had beon mistaken, ThoKen 
successful and that was because the brane. 

to the organisation of tho meeting. When 
proposed the E.C. should have made s 
purpose, £90 had been lost on these 
resolution from Paddington Branch to 


Dod 


yrom 0F Suc 


Shel 


atre had been turned down owing to lack of funds, 


ponsibility, 
ral Secretary, The booking of Halls in London for Sunday 


but, unfortunately, not many propagandists wore available who could 
prepare a lecture on current issues at short notico, 


) Mid-day Moetings No Action, 
ad) Bast London Area No Action, 
) 

) 


Speakers and Moot ings No Action, 
Propaganda: Special mootings of 


Organisors etc, No .Action, 
(g) Statistics 


Resolution - Paddington (May and Walters) "That this 
Conforence recommends that in future E.C. Reports to 
Conferences and Delegate Meetings 4 complete list of 
propaganda statistics be 4ncludea", 


ve attended this one meeting than did the whole of tho 
. Large mootings must be a Party effort, not an initial 


More 


©S was practically impossible; eithor they were booked in advance 
ong periods, or they wore not open, Large scale advertising was 
sound thing, but at the presont timo this was impossible owing to 
Mack of funds, Meetings shculd be held on items of current intorest 


Carried by a large ma jority. 


Paddington and Bloomsbury Branches. Regretted that the previous 
statisticg list had beon abandoned in favour of a summary only; thistold 


celesates nothing of the work done over the whole year; it did not 
show a true picture of propaganda, No information on individual branch 


activity was possible by a mere summary. 
S.W/. London Branch Could not see the necessity for this detailed 
information; there was nothing to prevent the Propaganda Committee 
from making monthly reports 


(h) General 


Item for Discussion - Hackney Branch, 'Party Propagand! 


Item for Discussion - St,Pancras Branch,'Is outdoor 
propaganda out of date? 


Hackney Branch, Party had now reached the stage where it must re- 
Consider the type and method of Propaganda, To cate the Party had 
been intent on establishing itself, but now it could afford to spend 
time on research, The important task -f the Party was to make 
Socialists, ond propaganda should bo our strongth, Our propaganda 
methods had been useful, but now we should look to the content of 
our propaganda, 


A 


St. “ancras Branch Whilst a few years ago, when people had no other 
Civersions, they may have been prepared to liston to meetings in the 
perks and at street corners, now things were different and outdoor 
meetings were not generally speaking very successful, except at well 
known speaking stations such as Hyde Park, 


Kingston Branch Branch experienced increasing difficulty at outdoor 
meet ings. here was also a certain frustration amongst members 
themselves, and some outlying Brenches could not rely upon speakers 
turning up to meetings. Our technique of propaganda should be 


improved, and we should strive for more lively propaganda including 
mere frequent publications, 


Southend Branch That the most important thing was for membors 
generally to improve their approach to people outside the Party. 


E.C.momber (Groves) Outdour propaganda was not as effective as it 
used to be; how can we replace outdoor propaganca if it is out of 
date; the Branch have idoss for propaganda among trade unions; the 
Party has large attendances at our mectings at Lincolns Inn and 


although the audience largely agrees with us they do not join the 
Party. 


. see. 

a “ ape OTIC 

Sh)» 4 Oo 

¢ our spom =| SS 

We must concentrate on other methods, og. gott ri ‘| a°e 

aédress more organizations, Outdoor propaganda is on its WA.” ., & 
and we must make suro that we heve something with which to me? SR gta 
‘ ® S a. 
Pulhan Brench The rarty has been based for the past 40 yoars on te 
Gutdcor propaganda but nino tenths of the working class co not go A: 
outdoor meetings, Our meetings are becoming less popular with tho Ais 


counter-attractions of T.V,, the Radio ete, Evon at election times 
wo get very small audiences. The Yarty has not the machinery t0 
talk to lerge nuzbers of the working class, Therefore, as wo can 
adérese only a small section of the st class, wo shoulé be 
concerned to decide which section this shall be. Our litemturo is 
merely an adjunct to our mectings but is without lifo, We should be 
more selective regarding outdoor mooting places and scrap the poor 
ones, Why not outdoor debates, forums etc, 


“est Ham Branch What wo speak about on the platform is dependent 
on the happenings of the moment, We have pointed out that thero 

is no differoncse between the Labour Party and the Conservatives 

enc this message has been widely accepted, Wa are told to get more 
speakers to trade unions but not how to accomplish this task, 
Outdoor propaganca is not out of date. 


E.C. Member (Turner) Most of us say we need more of the same type 
of propagsnda which suggests that we have to get to the politically 
interested, but people may not kmow that they are politically 
interested, We have spent out time opposing political interests. : 
We should speak about life, Every man and woman in the world is : 
interested in life, We never talk about socialism and what it is, I 
@ only point out the undesirability of capitalism. This does not 

mean that we should stop analysing capitalism, but that we should go 

further e.g., people do not sew 2 worlde where war is not possible, 
They seo war as vart of human nature. The sooialist movement 


has lost the fire and geal to seo the world as it should be, ~~ Juse : E 
to criticise the present does not help. We shculd have moro 
discussion among ourselves, for this is important, Outdoor E 
propaganda is not outmoded, but the method of spoaking is outmoded, 
It is the contents of the propaganda that affects tho modiun, _ F 
Hampstead Branch Our propaganda is mainly motivated by a no i I 
@spect, anc the Party should pay more attention to writton pr } 
More members .ust cevote themselves to the study of politics and L 
economics. We should produce low-priced pamphlets as 4 much b 

form of propaganda, i o. 
Carmberwell Branch None of the speakers have stated what shou ‘ P 

Gone. Tf members think that outdoor propaganda is out of er tT 
t ey should be xble to say what shoule be put in its place i 


tines are coming back and people will go to listen to 
cropaganda more readily. Outdoor propeganda is not o1 
but outdoor debates are useless, 


Yenchester Branch We are trying to work out a pro 
propaganca In the outlying cotton towns. The re 
working class is there when problems are confron 
in the Labour Party is cying. We shoulée also us 
with regard to getting a publication which is mor 
daily papers, The Yvarty coule get a weekly paper) 
S.S. There seems to be no money for outdoor propa 
elways is for electoral activity, We shoulo & 
outlying places such cs the cotton towns of Lanc 
becoming recoptive to the propaganda of the Soc 


S.W.London Branch Propaganda is propound: 
tained and spring from the Party8s obje 
Particular methods are very often dete: 
door propaganda is one of the most inp 
arty's case anc literature in the han 
There are vital points to which more ce) 
all young members in the understanding 0 
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-nch The problem was to laarm to a 


pply the 
Speakers should take some oustiant ; leet Sag 


ul-r aspect which con. 
listeners and thorvughly develop it, First wo rust 


a 


rst nc capitalism, the emphasis should not ve on the future. We 
tv “cvelop the self confidence of the working class and show 
it is in their interest to change the world and that thoy can 
Oe 


1 


ast Nar Branch Many spvakers showod 2 preforence for certain 
stations and failed te turn up at stations they did not like, This 
Cc 


reacted upon Branches who often abandoned meetings sltogether,. 


Q 
= 


Since the oné of the War many new speakors hac 
passed C a great number of them cid not speak and those 
who did were over-worked, & nuebor of stations were of little use, 
‘ranches must look after their own meetings and they would soon 
elininate the useless stations, Tho Party should try to make 
Branches self-reliant, and increase the information available to 
speakers, 


Resolution - Car berwell (Balcwin) and Fulhar: (Cox) "That this 
Conference recommencs the E.C. to absndon the present mothod 
of testing speakers and let Branches doe this, sending remarks 
to the B.C. in the sane way 2s Forms ‘a! for avproval. 


Lost by a large majority. 


Leyton Brench Fault did not lic with the speakers test, but with . 
the morbers. The machinery was there for turning out speakers; not 
enough information forshooming on general knowledge and current affairs. 
Manchester Branch,This should not be carried out by Provincial Branches 


as some branches deteriorate and might pass speakers unfit to take 
the platform, 


Paddington Branch,Speakers should not be left to carry on alone, 
hav ing passed the speakers test, but should be treated as probationary 
speakers, and help out more experienced speakers for a period 


Propaganda Committee (Hpward) This mothofi had been adopted and new 
Speakers had assisted moe gs run by their branches for about six 
months before being asked to go on the central Speakers List, 

E.C. Member (Lake) Not a waste of time for any member to take the 


Speakers test whether he intended to speak or not, All members should 
equip themselves with this knowledge, 


Resolution - Hackney (James and Ivimey) "That this Conference recommends 
at a comn ee be set up to investigate the possibilitiocs of 
selective propaganda" Lost 13 - 35 


———— 
Resolution - Bloomsbury (Clark) and Paddington (May) "That this 
Conference strongly recommends tho &.C. to vestigate the whole question 
of propaganda with a view to securing tho fullest utilisation of Party 
resources, i,e, the training of speakers;methods of enabling speakers 
to kopp up-to-date on current questions by the organisation of meetings 
at which speakers anc other members can discuss policy, topical issues, 
and methods of organising outdoor and indoor propaganda, " 

Carried nem,con, 


Resolution - S.W. London (McLaughlin and Hassett) "That this Conference 
recommends the E.C, to instruc e Propaganda Committec,whorever possible 


to pair up each momber passing tho speakers test with a regular speaker 
for a period of three months", 


Carried by a large ma jority. 


Rosolution - Manchestor, (Atkinson and Littlemore) "That this Conference 


recommends e£.C. to spense w the present rota of speakers and 
imploment the mothod of sending names and addresses of speakers to 
branches for personal contact", 


Lost by a largo majority, 


7 34 1° — 3 “atu ; 
Item for Discussion -- Leyton Branch, Des Paphitis jm = \ sb B he ah 
Tiel tterance: made by non-qualitied ferty Sposkors’. | | Wk ole SRE 

(After some discussion a motion of 'Nox . Bes slong 
ols & rile ses 

5, LITERATURE. F8 ° 8% % 

Sr, | 
(There was insuffieiont time for Conferonce to doal pb be 2 4 
section and it was taken as read, Therefore, no action vn eee 
on the following items, Resolutions on the Final perro on bee 
Delegates had been instructed were put to the vote with res 
as indicated below) \ 
(2) Pamphlots Comittee > 


(b) Writing of pamphlets 
(c) “Questions of the Day" 


(a) “Socialism and Religion" 
(e) “Socialist Standara" 
(f) "Socialist Standard" Price: Number Printod: Paper Situation. 


Resolution - St,Pancras Branch "That this Conference considers 


a orcer to avo e loss to Head Office the 'Socialist 
Standard! should be sold to Branches at the full price," 


lost 14-61, x 
(g) Rejected Articles: Return — a 
(h) Literature Sales e 


(4) Book Dopartment 
(j) “Socialist Manifesto" 


Resolution - Southond Branch "That a similar publication to tho 
~ Socialist Party of Canada's ‘Socialist Manifesto! bo printed 
by the Party", Corricd 37 - 21 


djmendment -Manchester Branch "Ada tand that the Party's pamphlet 
Socialism’ be witharawn’, t 


(xk) Pamphlets on current affairs 


Resolution - Southend Branch "That the Executive Committee be 


rocommonded to publish occasional pamphlets dealing with or 


affairs as and whon funds become avilable for this purpo es it 


Amendment - Manchester Branch "Delete 'recomnonded 


structed! and ete also 'as and when funds be 
for this purpose ost 12 


Amendment = Paddington Branch "Delete all wordin 
arrairs e Los 2. 


6, EDUCATION 


Resolution - Paddington Branch “That this Conference re 
@ &.U, tO Proview | arty educational sy: 


commencement of the 1952/3 sessions" Car 


Paddington Branch, Not satisfied with the way tk 
HEtSrs wero going; the development of loctursmi 


the classes was not satisfactory and tho cle 
properly for all who wished to attend, 


7, TRAINING OF MEMBERS FOR FULL TIME POSTS | 


8, PUBLICITY — 
Rosolution - S,W.London Branch and Camberw 
onfoerence ceplores tho ae : 
advantage of tho circular le 
Branches and urges tho B.C. 
to this important means of prop 


Palmers Green Branch Monbers of t J 
had obtained a hearing for Party Spea 
work in thie direction, such LOD 


oe 


12, oi eee i } 
“wore often ignored by Trade Unions,  __ : 
‘TIVITY : + iss 5 


tion = Bloomsb and Lowisham "That this Conference in ~n 
4%" ‘utlvo Committee to eontess the next Sonorad Blootion @ ‘ 
o rT ~ ; 


‘ion = Paddington Branch "That this Conference ro-affirms 
} rarty's support of Parliamontary activity and that at tho noxt 
ioral Election a candidate or candidatos shall be put forward," 


' Carried 46 -} 
© lution = St, Peneras Branch "That as this Conference regards the 
Cc ntost in; 


;, of olections as an intoyral part of tho Party's 
cctivitiss, and the logical outcome of our propaganda rolating to 
‘orliament, this Conference instructs the Execuitve Committee to 
;repare for and contest elections at all times subject to the 
nocossary funés being available." Carried 44 - 31 


‘endment = Pada ton Branch "Yolete all wording after 'at all 
a Lost 35 -39 


Resolution - Hackney Branch “That no Parliamentary Election 
shall be contested without tho Executive Committee first | 
obtaining the approval of the Party by ee eorty ee 

3 = 


| ; nm ‘first cbtaining’ 
Amendment. - Paddington Branch "That the words 
Sa sitered to thavin-? and all words after 1"orty! be deleted." 
‘ Lost 32 - 45 


( a motion that the vote be takon was carried on the above 
resolution and amendmont 


tion - Kelvingrove Branch "That only a constituency or 
Bos oe Tracie gos In which a loast 600 'Socialist Standards! have 
boen sold rogularly for a period of at least six months 
4rmoediately prior to the election be contested, : 


Lost 5 = 66 


Resolution - Kelvingrove Branch "Tot the Executive Committoe 


“Obtain a quarterly repo 


ort from Branches preparing constituencies 
for electoral action on mothods being used and results obtained, 
Tho Executive Committee to provide 4 report on these activities 
to Conference and Delegate Meetings. Corricd 34 ~ 21. 


Resolution - Glasgow Branch - "That this Conference, whilst recog- 
nising that the conquest of politcal power by the working ~-chass 
through the meftium of contesting elections is fundamentally essen- 
tial, is of the opinion that, for the time being it B inexpedient 
for the Party to put up candidates for the following reasons:- 
Firstiy, out experience of tho results of contesting previous 
élections indicates the extent of the working-class politcal 
immaturity and therefore the need for extensive ahd intensive 
Socialist propaganda in order to make Socialists, 

Secon 


Ly, that the meagre results of our efforts wore ridiculously 
ool { all proportion to the expense, time and effort put into the 
task, 


Thirdiy,having special regard and concern for the Party's financial 
plight, its premises and other commitments, we think that for some 
time to come our chicf concern should be the improvement of our 
organisation and the extention of our activities, 
Fourthly, that having considered the matter as a whole, we believe 
that far better rosults - for tho same offorts - can be obtained by 
our activities being spread over as wide a National area as possible, 
instead of concentrating attention to small areas", Loat 10 - 65, 
Camberwell Branch - Members opposed electoral 
Croup IT wa aste of fim ana money because worbere Mare see henwe 
to accept Socialism, Tho contrary was the aase, it being a good test 
of tho strength and quality of tho Party membership and it was a great 
opportunity for bringing the case for Socialism before the workers, 


Tall 


- lg- 


E.C, Momber - (Lake) Experience has shown that little wo | 
“tained from contesting olections, No lottere word roco.vee as 3/ 9/3 
of Parliamentary activity, yot publicity was put forwarc as & Piw/> 


VAR 
for contosting. ainst this, an advortisement in on Esperanto ae dy 
brought many Same from many European countries, This small OX} s 
of funds did more than all tho propaganda at election timo, and w5 is 
sensible way in which to uso tho Party funds, People woro not mor & 
politically alive at election timos; most of thom had already made ¢/”, 
their minds on their vote and it was liko trying to convert dead ma/, 
We would find material for tho Party scattorod over the country and / 
was illogical to concentrate on one aroa, 
Paddington Brench. Not trying to vote catch but to increase interest 
ae , 
West Ham Branch, Very valuable experience had been gained but it was t% 
work 0 6 tarty bo canvass literature and our ideas verbally at all 


times, Wormers wore looking round for an alternative to Capitalism, 
Manchester branch, Why did the Party put up candidates if, as was 
claimed, I€ did not ie P t 


went votes, We could serve the same purpose if wo 
displayed big placards and paraded London, 


Bloomsbury Branch, Elections were somo of the bost times for eae our 7 
case, it is then that workers wish to hoar the case of every Yarty. 


. 10, ORGANISATIONS ABROAD. 


Item for Discussion St.Panceras Branch - "Associato membership of 
the Party in Overseas countrios" 


Resolution - Fulhamd Branch "That an Internal Central Branch be 
established for people wishing to identify themselves with tho Party 
and living in o country where no Socialist Party exists;tho Branch 
to be run wherever possible on the samo lines’as the present Central 
Branch" . Lost 21 - 60, 


Amondrent_- Bloomsbury Branch "Dolete 'tho Branch to be run‘ wherever 
aa Samo LiL 


nes as the present Contral’Brancht", 

St.Pencras Branch - All Socialists, wherover they lived, should be 
afforded opportunitios to take an interest in tho activity of the 
rarty and be permitted to vote. 

8.7, London Branch - Agreed, but it was unwise to allow Socialists 
abroad any control of the S.P.G.B. When able they would form parties 
in the countries in which they lived, 


Item for Discussion - St,Pancras Branch, "The possibility of 


establishing Socialism in backward or undemocratic countries", — 


Resolution - Lewisham Branch "That this Conference calls tk 
on oO e 2.C. to the St.Pancras Branch Item for Discuss 
as being a suitadle subjewt to bo utilised at some future 


Office Forum", Carriod 30 - ia 


~ 


(Following the above resolution a Motion for next b 


11, REPORTS ON COMPANION PARTIES, No 


Fraternal greetings were received from the Socio”: 
Canada, Ireland, New Zealand and from a sympath 


ncenes 


the ( 


12 FINANCE, 


~~Resolution - Camberwell Branch _ ms ie 
Executive Committee hat special 
used for any purpose other : 


were contributed execept w 
contributors : 


Amendment - Lowi shor Branch. That 
arty serteoa . i’, oT 


b 


it 


Ra + 


‘oo loscow Branch « “Add tend 
. Tot be used for the Of Conte rae me Of the 


cUrpose of contesting elections parr 


2,9 © Lest 8 - 7% B® 
> ¢ Qo ex “« A 
© Fant %% Qo. (ECULIVE COMMITTEE REPORT — 
of Ax OS iia 

i We > “ost Ham and Kingston Branchos - "That Item No.5, 
% “Ee % 9 »oture) be taken as read, and the Roport of the 48th 

zg. &? %o utive Committee be adopted", Agrood,. 
? “e % % ¢ : 
Se 8 Xe NTS TO RUE 

: Ye 00: ry, Fulham, Islington and 8,W,London Branchos 
< % wm o_o 2, line Ty “Delete "Sd? and insort '6d'” Lost 29 ~ 55 


ty, Is iington and $.W, London Branches f 
Luis 9, Ling 2 -"Delete t2dt and insert '4at" Fost 15 - 55 
branch | 
—. Rule 9 Line 2. -"Dolete !2a! and insert '5at" Lost 16 = 53 
{.tencras Branch m" 
tle 2 Line 1 -="Delete '3d' and insert '4d'" Lost 26 - 56 


Rule 9 Lino 2 -<"Delote "2a! and insert '3at" Lost 27 - 53 
Taddington Branch 


Rule 2 _ "Phat the. whole rule_be dolokod? ~~ Lost 7 = zg 

Rule 9 "that the whole rule bo doloted : Lost 7 

Rule 4 Line 9 - “That the words ‘showing mombers in go 

eek aneinl standing’ bo deleted" ost ua 
Lin dad ll - "That the words tand e at 

a —- saat EEG membert be deleted" Lost 7 = 72 


Rule 3 Line 3 and4 -~ "That the words 'providela Clear record 
e furnishea by his branch! be deleted” Lost — P 
> gr - ndanc 
"phat the lepsing of a Member through non-atte 
— sue even meetings be left to the discretion of eg 
Branch, The Branch shall, howevor, give the Momber 2 


days notice", Lost 2 = 82 
Amendment - Fulham Branch - WInsert after nag wora Meer 19 ings 
, tafter 8 consecutive weeks 
on Line ©o words be O vooke” an 
Amendment - Paddington Branch - (1) “Delote 'That! in Lino l. 


Toto ton-attoncance at the Branch meetings’ and 
insert Tack of intorest in the Party shall't, (S) Delete 
921 after 'discrtion of the Branch! and insert = 
Momber shall be immediately notified of the Branch's 
intentions, and if after the expriation of 28 days no 
satisfacbory explanation is received, may be lapsed by 


his Brench" Lost 5 = 79 
1 Branch 
Hempevess STins 1- "Delete '3d per weekt and insert '1/6a per 
Calendar month'" Lost 14 - 59 


Rule 2 Line 3 - “Delete tofficial duc stamp! and insort 
momborship card initialled by the Branch Treasurer!" 
Lost 19 - 58 
Rule 2 Line 7 - "Delete 13 wecks! and insert 'throee calendar 
———months '" . Lost 16 - 61 
anle 2 Line 9 - “Delete !28 dayst and insort ‘tone calendar 
month" Lost 12 —- 65 
Rule 9 - “That the rule be doleted and substituted as follows:< 
'Each Branch shall remit monies to Head Office at the 
rate of 1/- per calendar month per member except those 
excused under Rule 23; such monies to be in accordance 
with the information furnished in the Quarterly report 
on the numerical strength and financial condition of the 
Branch? " Lost 12 - 61 
Deferring Resolution en the above Amendments to Rule 2 and 9 
"moved by S,We London Branch - "That the whole matter 
be ceferred until the 1953 Annual Conference anda in the 
meantime tho Exectuive Committee be instructéd to 


appoint a special committee of enquiry with power to ask 
for any further Suggestions from Brenshes . ; 


Lost 31 - 51 


ve y 

-15- As 

St,Pancras Branch ‘ a 
Rule 23 - "Add ‘Branches shall hold at loast one special. 
surmoned meeting when instrveting their Delegato 


the Conference Agenda'" Carried 81 =a 
Fulham and Paddington Branches 
Rule 16 - "That Rule 16 be deleted" Lost 7 - 76 


Camberwell, Lewisham, Pedd ington and St,Pancras Branches 

Rule 19 Line 4 -"Delete tthe principle of the second ballot 
shall apply" Tost 27 - 44 
Fulham Branch 


Rule - "aad mo member of the Party shall sit on the Executive j 
- Committee for more than two years in succession! 


Lost 7 = 74 
Paddington Branch 
Rate LS Line 4&5 - "That all after 'elected! be deleted and 
~ ; 


thy the Executive Committee! be inserted 
Lost 9 = 72 


Fulham Branch 


ule 19 - "That 'Genereal Secretary' be deleted and ‘Secret 
to the Executive Committee! be inserted and that al 
after 'Trustees' be deletad and 'to be appointed by 
the Executive Committee! be inserted" Lost 7 - 74 
Hamostead Branch ; 
Rule £6 Line 6 - "That after ‘desired! insert !The Executive 
ommittee shall call a specially summoned Party 
Meeting before the issue of Ballot papers!" 
Carried 41 - 37 
Amendment - S.W. London Branch - “Delete 'Party!t and insert 
elegater * Lost 20 -58 
Hampstead Branch 
Rule 26 Line 8 - “After 'Pollt insert 'The Executive Committee 
shall inform Branches of the stibject matter of a 
Party Poll six weeks before the date of voting paperst® 


Lost Tne 50 
Paddington Branch -__ 
Rule 27 Line 2,3 and 4 - "Delete all after tyeart 
Lost 5 - 67 
Note: Before the voting was taken on Amondments to 7 


to Rilog, 
the following resolution was carried:- Or 
Fulham and High Wycombe Branches 


"That Paddington Branchts Amendments to Rule 2 be 
as first business under Amendments to Rulos 


After the voting on Amendments to Rule the folio 


Islington Branch - "That this Conforence recommends { 
nstructions on Amendments to Riles should be 
Standing Orders Committee before the Confe 


the results to be doclared by the Chairman 
proceedings" : 


Islington Branch - The resolution would obviate t 
Verbally announcing to Conference their votes 


hold-up in the proceedings whilst the votes 
were called, counted and declared. 


S.W.London Branch - Branches should consider 
amending of rules to tri-annual conferences, 

Hampstead Branch - The resolution by omitt 0 
failed to make provision for Delegates 


to decide on behalf of their Branches a 
Giscussions 


~ 
= 


Oo 


ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION (Not roached) 


Monchester Branch - “A paid Editor be ap 
Standard? being published fortnightly 
methods be investigated so that more 


-16 = 


¥..:3 Branch "The advisability of mortgaging Head Office to 
carry out propaganda commitments", 


¥ sion Branch “The Bristol-Vicary Plan", 
,oneras Branch “Is Socialism a philosophy" 
.os0lution - Hackney and High Wycombe Branches 


"Theat Items for Discussjon 24, 25,33 and 35(above) be referred 
to the Delegate Meoting™. 


Agreed 
c0000000 0 090000000 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT FOR CONFERENCE 1952 
5 > 4 
227 Hall Hire £52. 10, 0 Collections: 
Gratuities e 20, 0 Friday : £13, 
Af Band 8. 10, 0) Saturday Ye 
Delegates Fares: Sunday a 
Kelvingrovo (3) 43, - 0, 0 Dance Tickets 28. 
Glasgow (2) 12, 0. 0 Collection - Rally : 
Manchester (3) Se; 8. 0) Rofreshments & Raffle oP 19, 
Bradford (1) 2. lv. 0 Debit balance 30, 10; 8 
LG DenO £105 


hr. a , 
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Minutes ef the 48th Annual Cenference (1952) held at 
Cenway Hall, Lenden, W.C.1., en Friday, Saturday, and 


Sunday, llth, l2th, and 13th April 1952, 


SESSIONS: 1st Day: 11.05 a.m. = 6.00 pom. 
2nd Day: 11.15 a.m. = 5.50 poms - 
ord Day: 11.20 asm. - 6.00 Bem. 


ATTENDANCE: 
Delegates present Branches represented 


ist Day 72 27 


Delegates frem Paddingten were permitted te sit witheut ) 
credentials. / 
Delegates ef Brighten Branch (fermed within the six menths 
preceding Cenference) were given permissien te sit and vete 
under Rule 22. 

Eccles was net represented. 


2nd Day 59 25 


A delegate frem Glasgew (City) was given permissien te 
sit witheut credentials. 
Dartferd, Eccles, and Tettenham were net represented. 


Sra Day 70 27 


Eccles was net represented. 


Central Branch members were unable te return any veting 
papers as these had inadvertently been sent eut late frem 
Head Office. 


CHAIRMAN : A. Price. 
VICE-CHAIRMAN: W. Waters. 
$ Re Guy and R. Jenes. 

REPORT OF THE 48th EXECUTIVE COMMITTEES 
le EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS: Ne actien. 
2. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE ATTENDANCES: Ne actien. 
3. BRANCHES, MEMBERSHIP AND ORGANISATION: 

(a) Branches 


Item fer Discussien Ne.30 was meved as a reselutien as fellews; 


Reselutien - Fulham (Flitter) and Manchester (Atkinsen) "That 
ranches whese membership cemprises 50 er mere 

J members be enceuraged te ferm an additienal branch 

in a neighbeuring area." Lest 13 « 28. 


Minutes ef the 48th Annual Cenference 


(») Membership 


Item fer Discussien - Fulham "That the questien ef re- 
admittance inte the Party ef previéusly expelled 
members be discussed," 


Reselutien - S.W.Lenden (McLeughlin) and @reyden (Rheda) 
"That this Cenference recemmends the E.C. when 
dealing with expelled members re-applying fer 
manbership te re-admit the applicant in the event 
ef him giving an undertaking net te act in a 
similar way which resulted in his expulsien." 

Lest by a large 
ma jerity. 


(c) Central Branch 
ombership 


Item fer Discussien 32 was meved as fellews;- 


Reselutien - Bleemsbury (Offerd and Adams) “That this 
enferemce recemmends the E.C. te repert en ways 
and means en increasing the activity ef Central 
Branch members in the prepaganda and werk ef the 


Party." : Carried nem.cen. 
(11) Finances Ne actien. 
(4) Greups Ne actien. 
(e) Ballet Precedure; The Secend Ballet He actien. 


(f) Ballet Precedure: Ballet by Pest 


Reselutien - Islingten "That this Cenference is ef the 
epinien that the methed ef pre-paid pestal 
pallet sheuld be discentinued and we revert 
te the fermer methed ef distributing ballet 
papers threugh branch secretaries." Carried 39_ = 34. 


(g) Ballet Precedure: Party Pells: Written Statements. 


Reselutien - Hampstead “That this Cenference is eppesed ‘ 
the denatien ef Head Office Funds te branches fer 
the issue ef centreversial cireulars in . 


(h) Conference Precedure 


Reselutien - Islingten “That this Cenference 
Executive Cemmittee te call fer neminati 


1 


Page 57. 
Minutes ef the 48th Annual Cenference (1952) (Centd.). 


Chairman and Vice-Chairman fer the 1953 
Cenference, a call te be sent te all branches 
with the Preliminary Agenda. All neminatiens 
received te be sent eut with the Pinal Agenda 
and Branch Delegates te vete as instructed at 
Cenference. The cemrades appointed te eperate 
at the 1953 Delegate Meeting, 1954 Cenference 
and any Party Meeting that may eccur. 
This shall be the methed ef appeinting Chairman 
and Vice Chairman fer all future Cenferences, 
Delegate Meetings and Party Meetings; ne ether 
methed ef appeintment shall be allewed." 

Lest 21 - &3 


Reselutien - Fulham "That this Cenference instructs the 
ecutive Cemmittee te censider changing the 
precedure at Cenferences and Delegate Moet ings 
aleng the fellewing lines: 
a. That the Executive Cenmittee call fer reselutiens 
and amendments te rule, etc., a8 new. 
b. That branches cenvene special meetings te 
discuss all items. 
ce. That all branches send three delegates te 
Cenference regardless ef the size ef the Branch. 
dad. That delegates attend Cenference te state their 
branch's attitude. 
e. That delegates take netes ef ether Branches! 
peints ef view. 
f. That the Executive Cemmittee prepare threugh 
the Secretary a repert ef Cenference preceedings 
including discussien (naming the branch 
centributing the discussien) tegether with all 
reselutiens, amendments, and amendments te rules, 
te be sent te all branches. 
g. That the branches will call special meetings 
te discuss the reselutiens, etc., in the light 
ef the Executive Committee repert and the repert 
ef their delegates. The members will vete at 
these meetings en the reselutiens (fer and against 
and this will be returned te Head Office “a 
the result declared. 
Where the abeve cenflicts with Rule 22, it shall ve 
regarded as amendment te rule. 
It will be seen that ne veting will take plaws par! 
the Cenference (except in matters ef extreme 
This is censidered preferable te the present 
precedure where branches instruct their delegates 
en hew te vete witheut necesserily having heard 
the views and infermatien ef ether branches. The > 
suggested precedure will have the effect ef 
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discussion at Conferences thereby enhancing 
knowledge of members. It will make our Conferences 
and Delegate Meetings stimulating events. ‘The 
voting will be an accurate reflection of Party 


opinion." Lost 38 = 41. 


Resolution - Hampsteed "That this Conference is in favour of 
“a Chairman and Vice Chairman being elected at the 
Annual Conference to take charge of all Party 
Meetings including Conference and Delegate Meeting 
for the ensuing year." Lost 24 - 49, 


Resolution - Hampstead "That this Conference is in favour 
of amending Conference Standing Orders as follows:- 
Clause (b) line 2: Delete all after 'challenged' and 
insert ‘by the following motion: that the Chairmen 
leave the Chair; and that if this motion is carried, 
the Vice Chairman shall act as Chairman until the 
item in dispute is disposed of.'." Lost 30 » 49. 


(1) Internal Party Journal. No action. 

(j) Revision of the Declaration of Principles. No action.* 

(k) Party Year No action. 

(1) Summer School No action. ' 
(m) Head office: Organisation. No action. 


(n) History of the Party and the Companion Parties 


Item for Discussion - Manchester was moved as follows;.~ 


Resolution = Paddington (May) and Hackney (Ivimey) “That 
this Conference recommends the E.C. to consider 
-, the possibility of an individual or group of 
members preparing a bound volume to be published 
in 1954 on the Party's history over th 


6 past 50 . 
years." Garelan 33_- 13. 
Amendment - Lewisham (Guy and Edmonds) “That ‘in 1954! be A 
deleted." lost by a large 
ma jority ; 


iT 


(0) Head Office Library No acts 7 


(p) Central Organiser's Report No action. vee 
(q) Premises , 
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Resolution = Camberwell "That members of the Armed Forces 
shall not be eligible for membership of the P 


Resolution = St. Pancras "That this Conference rules that 
all members of H.M.Forces should be ineligible for 
membership of the Party, and all Party members 
joining H.M.Forces should resign from the Party." 

Lost 22 honed 87. 


Amendment = Lewisham “That this resolution be amended to 
read:~ ‘That this Conference rules that all members 
of the Armed Forces be ineligible for membership 
of the Party , and any Party member joining the 
Armed Forces shall automatically cease to be a 
member of the Party,'." Lost 17 » 62. 


(A motion that the vote be taken was carried by a 
large majority after discussion on the above 
resolutiog and amendment.) 


Resolution « Paddington (May and Mercer) “That this 
onference re-affirms the decision of the 1933 
Conference which was as follows:- 
"That this Conference endorses the ruling given 
AS by the 29th E.C. on 5th July 1952, on this 
question, viz:- 
“That as many workers are forced by economic 
pressure to join the armed forces, the E.C. 
rules, that such employment shall not 
necessarily prevent workers from joining the 
Party. All Forms 'A' shall receive consideration 
and each application shall be decided on its 
merits, 
and the 1949 Party Poll which affirmed 
“That any member who volunterily (1.e. other than 
conscripted) joins the Armed Forces (Army, Navy 
and Air Force) shall be deemed to have acted 


in a manner detrimental to the Pei of the : 


Party." Uarr 
PROPAGANDA 
(a) Provincial Propaganda / 


ie 
Resolution « St.Pancras “That this Conference 

Executive Committee to carry out a provin 

propaganda tour on the same basis as the r 


Page 60. 
Minutes of the 48th Annual Conference (1952) (CGontd.). 


carried by the 1951 Annual Conference." 
(The resolution carried by the 1951 Annual 
Conference was "That this Conference is not in 
fevour of appointing a full time Provincial Prop- 
agandist Organiser at the present and instructs , 
the Executive Committee to appoint & more — 
members for a period of three months to work 

1. together in different Provinetet Provincial Centres 
during the Spring and Summer each year; these 
members to be paid an allowance agreed between | 
them and the E.C.") Carried 70 - 6. | 


Amendment - S.W.London "Delete ‘instructs! and insert 
"recommends! ,“ Carried 48 = 31. 


Amendment - Manchester"adad ‘but for a period of five months.'* 
Lost 30 = 36. 


(b) Centrally organised Indoor Meetings: London 


Resolution - Hackney (Ivimey and Temple) "That in the 
Opinion of this Conference more publicity should | 
be given to indoor meetings." Carried by a 


large majority 
(A motion that the vote be taken on e above 


resolution was carried. 


Resolution - Islington (Terry and Hart) “That this Conference 
Is of the opinion that most indoor meetings be 
arranged and organised by the branches and not from 


the centre." Carried by a 
large majority. 
(¢) Mideday Meetings. No action. 


(d) East London Area. No action. 
(e) Speakers and Meetings. No action. 
(f) Propaganda: Special Meeting of Organisers,ete 

Oo acti 


(zg) Statistics 


Resolution - Paddington (May and Walters) “That this 
Conference recommends that in future E.C. Rer orts 

a to Conferences and Delegate Meetings a co ete _ 
Ay list of propaganda statistics be included.” 
; Carried by 


img 
Jt 
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(h) General 
Item for Discussion = Hackney "Party Propaganda." 


Item for Disoussion - St.Pancras “Is outdoor propaganda 
outeof-date?" 


Resolution - Camberwell (Baldwin) and Fulham (Cox) “That 
is Conference recommends the E.C. to abandon 
the present method of testing speakers and let 
branches do this, sending remarks to the E.C. in 
the same way as Forms ‘&! for approval." 
Lost by a large 


__majority. 


Resolution - Hackney (James and ae "Tat this Conference 
recommends that a committee be set up to investigate 
the possibilities of selective propaganda." 

lost 135 - 35. 


Resolution = Bloomsbury (Clark) and Paddington (May) "That 
“ANS this Conference strongly recommends the E.C. to 
investigate the whole question of propaganda 
with a view to securing the fullest utilisation 
of Party resources, i.e. the training of speakers; 
{ methods of enabling speakers to keep up-to-date on 
current questions by the organisation of meetings 
at which speakers and other members can discuss } 
, policy, topical issues,;and methods of organising 
outdoor and indoor propaganda." Carried nem.con. 


Resolution - S.W.Iondon (Hassett! and°oMcLoughlin) “That this 
Conference recommends the E.C. to instruct the 
Propaganda Committee, wherever possible, to pair 
up each member passing the speakers test with a 
regular speaker for a period of three months." 

Carried by a 


large majority. 


Resolution - Manchester (Atkinson and Littlemore) "That this 

bi Conference recommends the E.C. to dispense with the 
present rota of speakers and implement the method 
of sending names and addresses of speakers to 


branches for personal contact." Lost by a large 

ma wire 

Item for discussion - Leyton "The respons thie for’ =f 
ie 


utterances made by non-qual a Party Speakers." _ 
(After some discussion a motion of "Next pay ee 7 
was carried.) a 
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LITERATURE. 


(There was insufficient time for Conference to deal with 
this section of the report, and it was taken as read. 
Therefore, no action was taken on the following items. 
Resolutions on the Final Agenda on which delegates had 
been instructed were put to the vote with results as 
indicated below) 


(a) Pamphlets Committee 
(b) Writing of Pamphlets. 
(c) “Questions of the Day". 


(d) "Socialism and Religion" 
(e) "Socialist Standard" 


ee nO 


(f) “Socialist Standard".Price; Number printed; Peper 
uation. 


EE — 


Resolution - St.Pancras "That this Conference considers 
at in order to avoid the loss to Head Office 
the ‘Socialist Standard' should be sold to branches 


at the full price." Lost 14 - 61. 
(g) Rejected Articles: Return. 
(h) Literature Sales. 
(1) Book Department 
(j) "Socialist Manifesto" 


Resolution - Southend "That a similar publication to the 
Socialist Party of Candda's 'Soc@@Alist Manifesto' 
be printed by the Party." Carried 37 ~ 21. 


Amendment = Manchester "Add ‘and that the Party's pamphlet 
‘Socialism! be withdraw." 3 


= * 


(k) Pamphlets on current affairs 


Resolution - Southend “That the Executive Committee be 
recommended to publish occasional pamphlets dea} 
with current affairs am and when funds become 
available for this purpose." jarriec 


» 


Amendment - Manchester "Delete ‘recommended’ and ins 


1 es 


Te 
Be 
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‘anstructed' and delete also ‘as and when funds 
become available for this purpose.'" 


Lost = ° 


Amendment = Paddington Branch "Belete all wording after 
‘current affairs.'" Lost 21 - 28. 


EDUCATION 


Resolution = Paddington (May and Walters) "That thés 
onference recommends the E.C. to review the 


Party educational system prior to the commencement 
of the 1952/53 sessions." 


Carried unan. 
TRAINING OF MEMBERS FOR FU Posts. No action. 
Y Rene SA any \qe Ga-hahn wry 
PUBLICITY ., , Vt 


Resolution - S,W.London (Mayes) and Camberwell (Baldwin) 
"Tat this Conference deplores the fact that 
branches are not taking advantage of the circular 
letters available to T.U. branches and urges the 
E.C. to bring the attention of branches to this 


important means of propaganda." Carried nem.con. | 


ELECTORAL ACTIVITY 


Resolution - Bloomsbury and Lewisham “That this Conference 
. nstructs the Executive Committee to contest the 
y ~~ “next General Election." Carried 44 - 37. 


~~ 
“ Resolution - Paddington "That this Conference re-affairms 


e Party's support of Parliamentary activity and 
that at the next General Election a candidate or 
candidates shall be put forward." Carried 46 - 35. 


Resolution - Lewisham "That in the event of a By-election 
occurring in a constituency where there are 
sufficient members to sign the Nomination Pa 
this Conference is desirous that the Executive 
Committee should give consideration to the 


contesting of such By-election where the application 


comes from @ branch, ‘ Carried 


Resolution - St.Panepas "That as this Conference 
e contesting of elections as an inte 
of the Party's activities, and the lo 
of our propaganda relating to Pacha is 
Conference instructs the Executive Committee * 
prepare for and contest elections at all ta 
subject to the necessary funds being ovate 


ttt aesain * 
et 
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Amendment - Paddington "Delete all wording after ‘at all 
times.'" Lost 35 ~ 39. 


Resolution - Hackney "That no Parliamentary Election shall 
e contested without the Executive Committeefirst 


obtaining the approval of the Party by taking a 
Lost 25 = &. 


Party Poll." 


Amendment = Paddington "That the words 'first obtaining’ 
e@ altered to ‘having' and all words after 'Party' 
be deleted." lost 32 = 45. 


(A motion that the vote be taken was carried on 
the above resolution and amendment). 


Resolution - Kelvingrove "That only a constituency or con- 
stituencies in which at least 600 ‘Socialist 
Standards' have been sold regularly for a period 
of at least six months immediately prior to the 
election be contested." Lost 5 = 66. 


Resolution = Kelvingrove "That the Executive Committee 
obtain a quarterly report from branches preparing 
constituencies for electoral action on methods 
being used and results obtained. The Executive 
Committee to provide a report on these activities 


to Conference and Delegate Meetings." 
Carried 34 = 21. 


Resolution = Glasgow "That this Conference whilst recognising 
at the conquest of political power by the working 
class through the medium of ogee a is 
fundamentally essential, is of the opinion that, 

for the time being it is inexpedient for the Party 

to put up candidates for the following reasons;- 

Firstly, our experience of the results of contesting 
previous elections indicates the extent of 
working class polité#cal immaturity and 
therefore the need for extensive and 
intensive Socialist propaganda in order to 
make Socialists. 

Secondly,that the meagre results of our efforts 
ridiculously out of all on to 
expense, time and effort put into 

Thirdly, having special regard and concern for 
Party's financial plight, its pre 
éther commitments, we think that fers 
time to come our chief concern sho 
the improvement of our organ: Ket 
extension of our activities. 
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por having considered the matter as a 
whole, we believe that far b&tter results - 
for the same efforts - can be obtained by 
our activities being spread over as wide 
a national area as possible, instead of 
concentrating attention to small areas." 
Lost 10 = 65, 


(A motion that the vote be taken was eventually 
carried on the above resultion.) 


10. ORGANISATIONS ABROAD 


Item for Discussion - St.Pancras "Associate Membership of 
€ Party in overseas countries." 


Resolution - Fulham "That an international central branch 
e established for people wishing to identify them- 
selves with the Party and living in a country where 
no Socialist Party exists; the branch to be run 
whereever possible on the same lines as the present 


central branch ." Lost 21 - 60. 
Amendment - Bloomsbury Branch "Delete ‘the branch to be run 


wherever possible on the same lines as the present 
central branch. Lost 26 = 50. 


Item for Discussion St.Pancras ""The possibility of 
establish 1 


esta ng Socialism in backward or undemocratic 
countries." 


Resolution - Lewisham (Guy and Edmonds) "That this Conferene e 
~————@alls the attention of the E.C. to the St.Pancras 
Branch Item for Disuussion, No.34, as being a 
suitable subject to be utilised at some future 
Head Office Forum." Carr: 


(Following the above resolution a motion ie 
business was carried.) 


11. REPORTS ON COMPANION PARTIES No —. ae 
Fraternal greetings were received from the 3.P. of Canada, 
or: or Foland, S.P, of New wealand, and a 
sympathiser in Austria. 
Resolution - S.W.London and Southend “That frate: 


yr greetings be sent to all Parties and the 
in Austria." 
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12. FINANCE 


Resolution - Camberwell "That this Conference instructs 
e Executive Committee that special funds of the 
Party shall not be used for any purpose other than 
the specific one for which they were contributed, 
except with the express permission of the . 
contributors." Lost 29 = 55. 


Amendment - Lewisham "That ‘contributors' be deleted, and 
‘the Party' inserted." Lost 36 - 44. 


Addendum - Glasgow“Add ' and that the General Fund of+the 
Party shall not be uged for the purpose of 
contesting elections? Lost 9 = 75. 


135. ADOPTION OF E.C. REPORT. 


Resolution = West Ham (Thurlow) and Kingston (Weaver) “That 
tem No. 5 (Literature) be taken as read, and the 
report of the 48th Executive Committee be adopted." 


Agreed. 
AMENDMENTS TO RULES 
Bloomsbury, Fulham, Islington and S.W.London: 
Rule 2, Line 1. Delete "3a" and insert “6a" 


Lost 29 - 55. 
Bloomsbury, Islington and S.W.London: 
Rule 9, Line 2. Delete “Twopence" and insert "4a" 
Lost 15 = §5, 
Fulham: 
Rule 9, Line 2. Delete "Twopence" and insert "Sa" 


Lost 16 = 53. 


Rule 2, Line 1. Delete "Sa" and insert "4a" 
Lost 28 = 56, 
ert "3qr-— 


Lost 27 Lec 53. 


St.Pancras; 


Rule 9, Line 2. Delete “Twopence” and ins 


Paddington: 


Rule 2. “That the whole rule be deleted." Lost 7 = 79 
a? Rule 9. “That the whole rule be deleted." Tos = 7. 
Ruie 4, Line 9. That the words “showing members 

financial standing" be deleted. Lost 1. 


Hampstead: 
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Rule 11, Lines 10 & 11. That the words "and the financial 
standing of each member" be deletdd. 


Lost 7 = 72. 
Rule 3, Lines 3 & 4. That the words “provided 4 clear 

reco furnished by his last branch" be 

deleted. Lost 5 - 74, 


New Rule "That the lapsing of a member through non- 
attendance at the Branch meetings be leftbto 
the discretrion of the Branch. The Branch 
shall, however, give the member 28 days' 
notice." Lost 2 = 82. 


Amendment - Fulham Insert after the word 


“Meetings” on line 2 the words “after sige 
consecutive weeks", Lost 0 « 4 


Amendment - Paddington 

T- Delete "Mat" in Tine 1. 

2. Delete "non-attendance at the Branch 
meetings" and insert “lack of interest in 
the Party, shall". 

3. Delete “all after "discretion of the Branch" 
and insert "the member shall be immediately 
notified of the Branch's intentions, and if 
after the expiration of 28 days no satis- 
factory explanation is received, may be 
lapsed by the Branch." Lost 5 = 79. 


Rule 2, Line 1. "Delete "3d. per week" and insert"1/6 


per calendar month" Tost 14 - So 
Rule 2, Line 3. Delete “official due stamp 
wmembersh 4p ecard initialled by the Branch — 
Treasurer 


st 19 « 
Rule 2, Line 7. Delete “13 weeks" and inseMt "5 calenter 
month s" st 16 «~ 6] 
Rule 2, Line 9. Delete "28 days" and inse ~ calen 
month” © c = 65. 


s : 

Rule 9. The rule to be deleted and substitued as f 
“Bach branch shall remit monies to the Head 

at the rate of one shilling per calendar 

per member except those excused under 

such monies to be in accordance with 
information furnished in the quarterly 


on the numerical strength and finane 
of the branch." Lost. 


beferring resolution on the above Amendments to ft Le 
S.W.London: "Tha e whole matter be deferred w 
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1953 Annual Conference and in the meantime 
the Executive Committee be instructed to 
appoint a special committee of enquiry with 
power to ask for any further suggestions from 


branches," Lost 31 ~ 51. 


St.Pancras; 


Rule 23. Add "Branches shall hold at least one specially 
summoned meeting when instructing their delegates 


on the Conference Agenda." Cerried 81 - 5. 
Fulham and Paddington:® 
Rule 16. That Rule 16 be deleted. Lost 7 = 76. 


Camberwell, Lewisham, Paddington, and St.Pancras: 


Rule 12, Line 4. Delete “the principle of the second 
ot shall apply" Lost 27 = 44, 


Fulham: 


Rule 12. Add "No member of the Party shall sit on the 
Executive Committee for more than two years 
in succession," Lost 7 = 74, 


Paddington: 


Rule 19, Lines 4 & 5. ‘hat all after "elected" be deleted 
> <e and “by the Executive Committee" inserted. 


Lost 9 - 72. 


Fulham: 


Rule 19. That “General Secretary" be deleted and 
"Secretary to the Egecutive Committee" & 
and that all after “Trustees” be del 
"to be appointed by the Executive Comm: 
be inserted. Lost _7 


Hampstead: 
after "desired" insert "the Execw 


Rule 26, Line 6. 
Committee shall call a specially summ 
Meeting before the issue of Ballot Pa! 


Var. 


Amendment _-_$.W London: Delete Party 
86 e legate Lost_ © 
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Rule 26, Line 8. After "Poll" insert “The Executive 
Co tee shall inform branches of tbe subject 
matter of a Party Poll six weeks before the date 


of issue of voting papers." Lost 18 - 50. 


Paddington: 
Rule 27.Lines 2/3/4, Delete all after “year" 


Lost 5 2 672 


(Before the voting was taken on Amendments to Rules 
the following resolution was carried:- 


Resolution - Fulham (Flitter) and High Wycombe (Roe 
"That Paddington Branch'’s amendments 
to Rule 2 be raised as first business 
under Amendments to Rules." Carried. 


After the voting the following resolution was 
tabled:- ; 


Resolution - Islington (Robertson and Terry) “That 
this Conference recommends that Branch 
instructions on Amendments to Rules 
should be handed to the Standing Orders 
Committee before the Conference commence 
the results to be declared by the 
chairman later on in the proceedings." 


Lost 23 - 33. 
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 


—— was insufficient time to discuss the following 
ems;= ; 


Manchester; "A paid editor be appointed with the Socialist 
Standard being published fortnightly and other 
propaganda methods be investigated so that mo 
extensive results may be obtained." ? 

St. Pancras: "The advisability of mortgaging Head off 
carry out propaganda commitments." 


Kingston: "The Bristol Vicary Plan" 
Sen "Is Socialism a philosophy?" 


Resolution - Hackney (Ivimey) and High Wycombe (Roe 
em 


tems for Discussion 24,25,33, & 355 be ‘er : 
the Delegate Meeting." a. 


COLLECTIONS totalled £27.14. 4. 


